
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
265 Main Street, PO Box 491, Richmondville, NY 12149 

 Phone:  (518) 294-6656 -- Email:  st.pauls.lutheran265@gmail.com 
 

 

 March 15, 2020 

Third Sunday in Lent 
 

Prelude (This is a time for quiet reflection) 
Welcome and Announcements 
*Please stand if you are able 

 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING 4 
ELW = Red Book; LBW =Green Book; WOV = Blue Book 

 

*Confession and Declaration of Grace                p.  94 
*Processional Hymn:      “Give Me Jesus”                                                 ELW #770 
*Apostolic Greeting                                                        p. 147 
*Kyrie                    p. 147 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY:   Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst 
and wash away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that 
flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

FIRST READING:  Exodus 17:1-7 
1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, 
as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people 
to drink. 

2
The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said 

to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But the people 
thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you 
bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried 
out to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone 
me.” 5The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of 
Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be 
standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come 
out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of 
Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and 
tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 
 

L] The Word of the Lord      C] Thanks be to God 
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PSALM:  Psalm 95 
 1Come, let us sing | to the LORD; 
  let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation. 
 2Let us come before God’s presence | with thanksgiving 
  and raise a loud shout to the | LORD with psalms. 
 3For you, LORD, | are a great God, 
  and a great ruler a- | bove all gods. 
 4In your hand are the caverns | of the earth; 
  the heights of the hills are | also yours. 
 5The sea is yours, | for you made it, 
  and your hands have molded | the dry land. 
 6Come, let us worship | and bow down, 
  let us kneel before the | LORD our maker. R 
 7For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep | of 
God’s hand. 
  Oh, that today you would | hear God’s voice! 
 8“Harden | not your hearts, 
  as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah | in the desert. 
 9There your ancestors | tested me, 
  they put me to the test, though they had | seen my works. 
 10Forty years I loathed that gener- | ation, saying, 
  ‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not | know my ways.’ 
 11Indeed I swore | in my anger, 
  ‘They shall never come | to my rest.’ ” R 
 

SECOND READING:  Romans 5:  1-11 
1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we 
boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.  
6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely 
will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might 
actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ 
died for us. 9Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we 
be saved through him  from  the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies, we were  
 
 
 



reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, 
will we be saved by his life. 11But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 

L] The Word of the Lord      C] Thanks be to God 
 

*Gospel Acclamation         p. 151 
 

* THE HOLY GOSPEL:  John 4:5-42 
 5[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had 
given to his son Joseph.6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was 
sitting by the well. It was about noon. 
 

 7A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(His 
disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it 
that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in 
common with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is 
that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have 
given you living water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is 
deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who 
gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13Jesus said to her, 
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but those who drink of the water 
that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a 
spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this 
water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” 
  

16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17The woman answered him, “I 
have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for you 
have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have 
said is true!” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors 
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in 
Jerusalem.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will 
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You worship what you do 
not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is 
coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who 
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 

25
The woman said to him, “I know that 

Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to 
us.” 26Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 
 
 



 

27Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, 
but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28Then the 
woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 

29
“Come and 

see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can 
he?” 30They left the city and were on their way to him. 
 

31Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32But he said to them, 
“I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33So the disciples said to one another, 
“Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” 34Jesus said to them, “My food is to do 
the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 35Do you not say, ‘Four months 
more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are 
ripe for harvesting. 36The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal 
life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37For here the saying holds true, ‘One 
sows and another reaps.’ 38I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have 
labored, and you have entered into their labor.” 
 

39Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He 
told me everything I have ever done.” 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked 
him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. 41And many more believed because 
of his word. 

42
They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we 

believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the 
world.” 
 

*Gospel Response         p. 151 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

THE SERMON 
 

*HOD:    “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”                                 ELW #332 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED          p. 105 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God of living water, send your church beyond boundaries to proclaim your grace. May its 
witness be a source of refreshment for thirsty souls. Strengthen our voices, that all people 
can know and believe that Jesus is truly the savior of the world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 



God of living water, protect from pollution or misuse all rivers, lakes, oceans, and streams 
(local water sources may be named). Bless the work of those who dig wells and those who 
advocate for access to clean water, that all people and animals have enough to drink. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

God of living water, open the hearts of leaders and authorities, that they hear the cries of 
the suffering and act with compassion toward them. Bring peace to disputed lands and 
bring reconciliation to people divided by race, culture, or nationality. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

God of living water, mend the hearts of those who grieve broken relationships, whether by 
conflict, abuse, divorce, or death. Draw near to all who are ill (especially). Assure those 
questioning your presence in the midst of doubt or suffering. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

God of living water, renew us in the promises of baptism. Join us together in worship, 
fellowship, and sharing your good news. Embolden us to serve others and to work for 
justice and peace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

God of living water, we thank you for those who endured suffering and who now boast in 
the glory of God (especially). Pour your Holy Spirit into our hearts and give us peace as we 
live in the hope of our salvation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend 
them to you; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN:    “O Christ the Same”                                       WOV #778 
 

*OFFERTORY: “Let the Vineyards be Fruitful”               ELW #184 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING                                p. 152 
 

 



*SANCTUS          p. 153 
 

*PROPER PREFACE                        pp. 108-109 
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER                      p. 154 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION:  (If you are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present in, with, 
under the forms of bread and wine, you are welcomed to commune.  If you do not wish to 
receive, you may come forward for a blessing.  Gluten-free wafers are available upon 
request.  If you prefer grape juice instead of wine, please take a gold-rimmed glass as you 
come to the table.) 
 

COMMUNION HYMN:             “Let Us Break Bread Together”                                ELW #471 
 

*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE:  “Lord now let your servant . . .”                        LBW p. 93 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*RECESSIONAL HYMN:  “Glorious Things of You Are Spoken”                             ELW #647 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 

 

 

Our Vision for Ministry 

“Proclaiming of Christ’s Gospel in Our Community 

The best way to realize our vision is to live it. 
 

 
 

Weekly need to meet church budget:  $2,189.00 
Last Sunday’s Income:  $1,032.50 

Last Sunday’s church attendance:  30 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
For pastoral emergencies, please contact Pastor Ken Simurro at 845-522-4200 or at the 
church (518-294-6656) on Mondays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm or by appointment.  Church 
secretary’s office hours are 9:00 am-1:00 pm, Mon.-Thurs. 
 
 



 
Weekly Concerns for Daily Prayer 
John Hanevy, Rose Marie Stanjones, Jeanne Chase, Hilda (Gert) Shields, Rev. Maxine 
Christman, Dee Falzarano, Dorothy Moot, Martha Gold, Kayla O’Malley, Aida Francavilla, 
Ron Giesin, Carol Fitzgerald, Gabe Gerhardt (deployed), Betsy Bernocco, and Charlie Bilby. 
 

Commemorations 
Tuesday:  Patrick, bishop, missionary to Ireland, died 461 
Saturday:  Thomas Cranmer, Bishop of Canterbury, martyr, died 1556 
Fourth Sunday in Lent:  Jonathan Edwards, teacher, missionary to American Indians,  
    died 1758 

 

Serving Ministers 
Presiding Minister…………………………….     Pastor Ken Simurro 
Cantor ……………………………………………….   Bob Holt 
Lector ………………………………………………..   Sean Kersmanc 
Director of Music ……………………………….   Sylvia Letteron  
Ushers ……………………………………………….   Harold Lindsay & Harold Loder 
Communion Assistant ………………………..   Irene Hotzler 
Communion Elements Presenters ……….  Betsy Bernocco & Bonnie Lindsay 
Acolyte ………………………………………………   Scarlet Smith 
Altar Guild ………………………………..........     Marie Loder & Marsha Winans 
Coffee Hour ………………………………………     
Prayer Chain ……………………………………..    Lisa Crapser 
Card Box ………………………………..………….   Joan Sondergaard 
Shoveling/Mowing …………………………….   Doug Winans 
Food Pantry ……………………………………….   Lisa Crapser, Erna Beadling, George & Nancy  
       Konta, Gail Sheehan & Charlene Jeffers 
 

************************************************************************ 
NOTE:  If you would like a visit from Pastor Ken, please ask him and it will be scheduled. 
                                                    

********************************************************************** 
Upcoming Events 
Mar 17      Church Council Mtg. – 7:00 pm 
Mar 18      Soup & Bread – 6:00 pm 
Mar 19      Bible Study – 10:30 am – 12:00 n (UMC) 
Mar 25      Soup & Bread – 6:00 pm 
Mar 26      Bible Study – 10:30 am – 12:00 n (St. Paul’s) 
Mar 28       Food Pantry – 9:00 am – 12:00 n 
Mar 30      Boy Scouts Court of Honor – 6:30 – 8:30 pm 
 



 

Eureka Class Project 

The Eureka Class, in honor of our Sunday School Children, would like 

to send school kits to Lutheran World Relief.  The drawstring 

backpacks to be used for this project are on a table in the Fellowship 

Hall.  If you would like to help, please take a bag and instruction sheet 

(located inside of bag).  Please follow the instructions on the sheet exactly.  The filled bags 

must be returned to the church by May 1
st

.  

 

Food Pantry 
On March 1, 2020 your food pantry will be affected by the ban on single 
use plastic bags.   As the ban draws closer, we will use up our supply of 
single use bags; request and order paper bags; use small boxes (when 
available), and continue to request that our clients, whenever possible, 
bring their own bags.   If you wish to donate reusable totes or have a 
group that would like to help provide reusable bags, we would 
welcome your support.  Bags may be left in the food basket in the 
Fellowship Hall.  
 

 

******************************************************************************* 
Food Pantry:  The suggested item for March is:  spaghetti sauce. 

Samaritan’s Purse:  The suggested items for March are:  quality crafts. 
 

********************************************************************* 
 

 
 

The box for the collection of items for Samaritan’s Purse Christmas shoeboxes has been placed on the table in 
the Fellowship Hall.  Savvy shoppers know that they can impact more children by looking for shoebox items 
throughout the year, with many items going on sale in certain months.  Pick up a “suggested items” list by the 
box on the table which gives suggested items for each month and when you are shopping throughout the 
coming year, please consider picking up some of these items.  Thank you.  
 

 


